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DE r. VI. part of 11th and 19th Ver. 


hen thou ſhalt hade eaten, 
and be full; then beware, leſt 
" thou forget the Lord, which 
brought thee forth out of the Land 
of Egypt , from the Houſe of 


Bondage. 


* 


HIS Life being intended 
only for our Trial and Pro- 
bation, Providence has ſo 
ordered it, that as every 
State and Condition of Life 

affords Room and Opportunity for the Ex- 

erciſe of ſome Virtue or other; ſo has 
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every State its peculiar Difficulties and 
Temptations. 


And the Divine Goodneſs is in nothing 


more conſpicuous, than in Adapting Mens 


Circumſtances to their Temper and Diſpo- 


ſition ; and Chooſing for them, as well as 
Giving them, their Portion in this World. 
"Tis as eaſy for the Almighty to give 
much as little; and if he ſuffers any of his 
Creatures to * gt under the Difficulties 
of Want, *tis for their Improvement in 
Vertue, to teach them Patience and Sub- 
miſſion, and to divert their Minds from 
the World to better Things. He never de- 
nies Plenty, but when he foreſees it would 
prove a Calamity, and a Curſe, and ter- 
minate in the Death and Deſtruction of 
the Poſſeſſor. | 
Vertue is a Plant that generally thrives beſt 
in a Temperate Climate ; much Sunſhine, or 
much Shade, ſeem equally poiſonous, and 
deſtructwe of its Growth. It cannot be 


determined Abſtractedly, and in General, 


by which Extreme it is moſt endangered. 
The different Inclinations of Men muſt be 


conſulted ; Predominant Paſſions, and Pe- 
culiar 


I Aſſes SEO 


culiar Tendencies muſt be carefully / guarded 


Force they have to corrupt us, to the 
Diſpoſitions they find within Some Men 
would make Narrow Circumſtances ſub- 


againſt ; for outward Objects owe all the 


ſervient to the Ends of Piety and Reli- 


gion, to whom the Command of a Rich 
and Plentiful Fortune would be a Snare, 
and a Temptation too great to be re- 
ſiſted. 

Wie muſt therefore ſi poſe there 3 
ſomething Peculiar in 5 2 Temper 
Circumſtances of the — at _ 
Time; and that this Wiſe Lawgiver was 
| fuffciently apprizd of both, when he 
gave them the Caution in my Text: When 
the Lord thy God ſhall hawe brought thee 
into the Ling to give thee great and good- 
ly Cities, and How es full of all Good Things ; 


when chew ſhalt have eaten, and art full; 


then beware that thou forget not the Land, | 


who brought thee out of the Land of Loop. 
1 the Houſe f Bondage. 
Very ſcaſonable and proper Advice to 
Men conſider d Singly, and as Particular 
Perſons : But Moſes here  Ipeaks to this 
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People Collectively, as they were a Nation 
and Society: And the Words conſider'd 
under this View, ſeem plainly to be 
founded on a Suppoſition, which I in- 
tend to make the Subject of my Diſcourſe ; 
That the Happineſs and Proſperity of a 
Nation, is apt to diſpoſe them to a For- 
getfulneſs of their Duty. 
And here I ſhall, Firft, Enquire, What 
thoſe Particular Sins are, to which Na- 
tional Proſperity inclines Men. And 
Secondly, I ſhall make an Application of 
the whole to our preſent Circumſtances. 


As to the Firſt, It has been the Ob- 
ſervation of all Ages, That a Courſe of 
long and uninterrupted Proſperity, has 
never fail'd to introduce a general Diſ- 
ſoluteneſs, and Corruption of Manners. 
Nor 15 this to be wonder'd at, if we 
conlider, that no Vertue grows up of it 
{elf ; nor has the Mind Strength ſufficient 
to propagate it, without many concurs 
zene Helps and Aſſiſtances. The Seed 
town is of a tender Nature, and planted 
in a very unkind Soil, where it will 

expire 
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expire before it has taken Root, unleſs 


carefully cheriſhed, and look'd. after: 
And in the whole Proceſs it muſt” be 
cultivated with the ſevereſt Labour and 
Diſcipline , before it can come to Ma- 
turity. 5:7 DES SORE Y 
But when a People are in Poſſeſſion 
of Peace, and Plenty, for the ſake of 
which Only the Generality/ judge Labour 
to be reaſonable, who can endure to 
think of a Thing ſo diſagreeable ? What 
Occaſion have they for Pains and Care, 
who are already at the Top of their 
Wiſhes; and have nothing to do, but to 
take their Eaſe, to Eat, Drink, and be 
Merry, and enjoy the Fruits'of their own, 
or their Anceſtors Induſtry ? This Unbends 
the Powers of the Soul, brings a Dulneſs, 
and Sort of Lethargy upon'it; leaves it 
Open, and Unguarded to the Attacks of its 
Enemies; by which means it inſenſi- 
bly becomes a Captive to the good 


Things it enjoys; and Luxury and Soft- 


neſs ſucceed in the Place of Courage, and 
Temperance, and rigid Honeſty. The 
ſtrongeſt Vertue is not always Proof 

| againſt 
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Voice 
by the Softneſs and Effeminacy of thoſe 


againſt the Charms, and Witchcraft of 


Pleaſure. The — of Greece and Route 


who were ſuperior to all Difficulties and 


Dangers, had not Strength to reſiſt the 
this Charmer, but were ſubdued 


Nations whoſe Arms they had Con- 
quer d. 

It was the Apprehenſion of this, made 
Cato with ſo — Concern cry out in 


Livy, Quo melior, lætiorq; Indies Fortuna 


Rejpublice eſt, Imperiumq; creſcit, eo plus 
Horreo, ne illæ magis Res nos Ceperint, 
quam nos illas; The more our Empire En- 
creaſes, the more do my Fears, leſt 
theſe Things which we have Taken, do 
prove rather to have Taken and Subdu- 
ed us. 
But to be more particular; Proſperity, 

tho' in it's own Nature a Bleſling, and 
promiſed as the Reward of Vertue, yet, if 


not rightly improv'd, may become fatal 


and deſtructive to a Nation, 
Firft, As it inclines them to Pride, and 


Self-Sufticiency. Men's Hearts are apt to 
well with their Condition: Their Blood 


Riſes, 
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Riſes, and their Thoughts run Higb, in 
Proportion to the Circumſtances they en- 
joy. There is ſuch a ſecret Poifon and 
Malignity in Eaſe, and Affluence, that no 
common Degree of Vertue can reſiſt the 
Force of it's Contagion. Adam, when 
innocent, was not ſafe from it in Paradiſe; 
nor Lucifer in Heaven. It inſenſibly ſteals 
upon the Heart, makes it firſt Gay and 
Careleſs, afterwards Haughty and Inſolent. 
So exceedingly treacherous are its Enjoy- 
ments, that no Man in a low and mean 


Fortune can certainly promiſe, what 


would be his own future "Diſpoſition, 


and Deportment , ſhould Providence 
change his Condition, bleſs him with 
Plenty, and a redundant Fruition of all 
Things. Then perhaps, that corrupt Af, 
fection that lay dead, and frozen under 
che Inclemencies of Poverty, will recover 
Life, and Vigor, by the warm Influence 
of Proſperity. The Heart is deceitful dbowe 
all Things, and deſperately wicked, who can 
know it? Not he himſelf who carries it 
within him; who knows not how foon 
he ſhall become another Man, how eaſily 

a Change 
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Value himſelf, for having work'd out 


a Change of Fortnne would change his 
Humility into * and Haughtineſs 
of Heart. | 


And this Tranſitio tion Sci Smells: to 


Proud, will caſily be . accounted: for, if 


we conſider, that Pride is the natural 


Product of Self. Love, a Paſſion that has 


the moſt Abſolute * Unlimited Juriſ- 
diction in our Hearts. *Tis moſt Natu-⸗ 
ral, and Neceſſary for every Man to be 
a Lover of himſelf, and to delire all 


poſſible Perfection beth of Soul and Bo- 
dy; And this inclines him to fancy, 


3 believe, ſometimes that he is poſ- 


ſeſſed of what he really has not; and 


always to ſet too great a Value upon 
what he has. And becauſe *tis a greater 


Perfection to derive the good Things he 


enjoys from him 711 than be indebted 


to the Favour of another ; therefore he is 
caſily brought to Admire his 6wn Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Management, to Applaud and 


his own Foot. 


And as Proſperity is the Cauſe of Pride, 
ſo will this occaſi jon certain Ruin and Cheb 


ſtruction 


* 
* ts * 
— a — 


An Aſſize Ser MON. 


* n 
* — 
” * . . 


ſtrudtion to a people. He who is aid 
to be 4 Jealous God, will not long ſuffer 
his Honour to be invaded, Phy his Su- 


premacy controverted; The Proud are his 
peculiar Averſion and Abhorrence: Theſe 


he is ſaid to reſiſt, and to ſcatter them 
in the Imagination of their Hearts, We 
are aſſur d, that Pride goeth before De- 
ſtruction, jour an Haughty Spirit before 4 
Fall. 

And if Experience is better fitted to 
convince us, the Examples of Sodom, 
Herod, and Nebuchadnex aar, are full to the 
Purpoſe. Of the former we are told, 
that it was 4 Place well watered every 
where, even as the Garden of the Lord : 
But becanſ, e there was Pride, Fulneſs of 
Bread, and abundance of Idleneſs in ber ; 


and they were Haughty, and committed Abo- 


mination before God ; therefore he took them 


away as he ſaw good. 
Secondly, Proſperity proves hurtful and 


ruinous to a Nation, becauſe it diſpoſes 


Men to be Ungrateful to the Giver of it. 
And this is the neceſlary Conſequence of 
the former. Whatever inclines Men to 
Be nn Pride, 
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Bleflings upon us. Tis. the common Ef- 


Pride, unqualifies them for that Venera- 
tion, Honour, and Gratitude which they 
owe to God: for ſo much of their good 
Succeſs as they aſcribe to their own — 
dence, Induſtry, or Merit, ſo much they 


detract from the Divine Bounty. And 
ſuch is the natural Pride and Vanity of 
our Hearts, that we are exceedingly apt 
to look no farther than our ſelves for the 
Original of our Enjoyments : In the Lan- 
guage of the Prophet, we are willing 10 

Sacrifice to our own Net; and burn Incenſe to 
our own Prag; becauſe by them we think 
our Portion is fat, and our Meat plenteous. 
When any Misfortune befalls us, we are 
ready enough to charge it on Providence g 
But very back ward to acknowledge It 1 in- 
terpoſes in our Favour, and brings down 


fect of Plenty and Fulneſs, to exalt Men 
beyond all Meaſure in their own. Opi- 
nions ; and this naturally Icads to a For- 
getfulneſs, if not a Denial of God. 


When Teſt un was waxen fat, grow! thick, 
3 covered with Fuatneſs; then it was that 


2 0k God which LIT Y him, aid li gbtly 
d the RoCk of his Selwation. But 
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But however prone Men are to lool 
high, and have their Hearts lifted up, up- 
on the Succeſs of their Affairs; he muſt 
be very ſhort- ſighted, that cannot diſco- 
ver the Hand of God reaching out unto 
him the Good Things he enjoys; of which 
he has not the Original, and Independent 
Property, but they are all derivative from 
the Father of Lights, from whom wy good 
and perfect Gift cometh. 

For if he neglects not the meaneſt and 
moſt inconſiderable of his Creatures; if the 
Divine Providence, and Occondmy, ex 
tends to private Ferſous, and Families; 
we cannot doubt but Nations and King- 
doms, as they are more conſiderable in 
themſelves, and on whoſe Fate, the Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery of private Perſons ſo much 
depends, are more partienlarly the Objects 
of his Care. But ſtill he has the moſt 
Di ;flinguiſ ing Regatd't to thoſe whom he has 
chofen t his OW People. Such were ths. 
Jews of old; and fuch are now All Na- 
tions profeſfit ng the true Religion on 
which Account we have 45 juſt a Oli 10 
che ſpecial Support and Protection f Hea- 
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ven, as ever had they, who call'd Abra- 
hw their Father. And God has own'd 
us of this Nation for his People, in almoſt 
as remarkable a Manner as ever he did the 
ews; by the many ſignal Deliverances he 
as vouchſaſed us; by that abundant Share 
of Temporal Happineſs he has bleſs'd us 
with, above all the Nations of the Earth. 

The Rule and Meaſure of God's Provi- 
dence is no other than the Good of his 
Creatures. When ever he ſends his Judg- 
ments upon the Earth, it is for the greater 
Good of Mankind, that the Inhabitants of 
the World may learn Righteouſweſs. 

He gives them plentifully of all good 
Things to enjoy, as far as is conſiſtent with 
their Progrels 1 in Virtue, and their future 
Happineſs; which is che Supreme and Ul- 
timate Deli gn of the Almighty in all his 
Diſpenſations. 

And what ſball we * unto the Lord 


for: all his Bene fits 2 We cannot enrich 


him with our Gifts, nor can our beſt Ser- 
vices be profitable to hint. All that. is re- 


quired of us, and all that ! is in our Power, 


is gratefully to member, and praiſe our 
6 Bene- 
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BenefaQor. And that Nation or People 


bas little Reaſon to expect the Conti- 
nuance of thoſe Mercies, which are not 
thought to deſerve Thanks, and cannot 
extort an Ack nowledgment. 01 0 
Thirdly,Proſperity naturally leads to pre- 
ſumption and Security, to a vain Opinion 
that we are out of the Reach of Danget, 
and above the Power of Misfortunes, and ill 
Accidents ; That we can never be caſt down, 
and no Her ſhall happen to us: Forgetting 
that tis God who governs the World, and 
over-rules all Events; who can deny the 
Race to the Swift, und the Battel to the 


Strong, by reſtraining, or ſuſpending the 


Influence of the moſt probable Cauſes; 
and whom nothing ſo much provokes to 
blaſt the Deſigns, and diſappoint the Coun 
{els of Men, as a Preſumptugus: Confidence 
in their own Strength and Conduct. 
Wben we know by Experience, that 
x \ plentiful Fortune frees us from many 
Calamities, and commands moſt of the 
Advantages of Liſe; that it makes others 
dependent upon us, and us independent 
of all; we are led by degrees to aſcribe 


a ſort 
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2 of Omnipotence to it; Tobe Coll, 
inſtead of the Almighty, aur Hope, and 
#6 ſay unto fine Gold, thou art my Confidence. 
Finding we we no Need the, Af. 
ſiſtance of other Men, we are tem 
to think our (elves Independent even os 
God hnnſelf 5 we make no doubt, but 
the Courſe of) our Affairs will proceed al- 
ways as it does, ſmoothly, and without 
Interruption; That 1 Morrow will be as 
to Day, and much more abundant. "Tis a 
Vanity too common under the Sun, for 
Men never to Suſpect a Change which 
they Like not; and indeed 'tis the natu- 
ral Language af, proſperous Man, as 
our Saviour implies by way of Parable 
Soul; tate thine Eaſe, thou my 1 Goods 
laid 1p for many Tears. ar en gut Cl 213 ite; 
For there is nothing ſo 3 the Ob- 

ject of Men's Deſire, as Power and Inde- 
polidenoy' Now ſuch an irreſiſtible Influ- 
ende has Sell Love upon all Sorts and 
Olaſſes of Men, that whatever we 'paſſi- 
onately Wiſh for, we are eaſily induced 
to believe we Enjoy, and ſo we Matter 
out lelves into the agreeable Deluſſon. 
g 70) 1 Fourthly, 
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| Fourthly, Another uſual Effect of Full- 
neſs is Diſobedience to Government; aud 
this chiefly by reaſon of that Pride abd Ar 
rogance it brings upon the Mind. 1 
lle vo is ſo ys that he careth not EA or Gott, 
neither is God in all his Thong hto, is not likely 
to have much De ferenee or Regard tu bs 
Vicegerents ; He who is neady to diſpute the 
Methods of Providence, a to charge God 
himſelf with Unskilfulneſs i in the Govern- 


ment of the World 3 will ſoon think 


himſelf wiſer than any Earthly Governors; 


that He is better qualified to Give than Re- 
ceive their Advice and Commands; and 
conſequently when ever his own Counſels 
are not bearkened-to; and His Solieme pre- 
vaüls not, Iß̃ be flies not out into open Dif- 
alienate and Rebellion, the leaſt he eafi 
do im honour to his own Underſtandin is, 
to deſpiſe Dominitns, and ſpeak evil ef 12 
nite." % 3412 nos bas , b181½% 916 ud 
But Proſperity and fulneſs do Horb 
ways than one unqualify us for Obedienee 
to Civil Government. Let a People flew 
in Wealth and Plenty; let them be great 
and fortunate Even beyond” their Ambit 


an, 


AAR AAA Ae ou a —— — 


— . — — ˙˙———ͤ — — —— —-„— — 


———ů = | 

| 116 An Aſſize SERM ON 

| on, till their Eyes ſwell with Fatneſs, with 

|! the viſible Splendor and Advantages of 

; their Condition ; yet will they never find 
that Perfe& and Unmixt Happineſs in it 
they expected; And the Diſappointment 
fills them with Uneaſineſs, and Dejection 
of Spitit; for the Generality cannot ſee 

far enough, to perceive, that this was the 
wiſe Deſign of Providence, to make us 
look beyond this preſent World, and ex- 
pect full, Satisfaction only in the Enjoy- 
ments of the otbern. 

Now few are willing to charge and re- 
proach themſelves with the Folly of expect- 
ing more Happineſs in Life, than can poſſibly 

be found in it; and therefore unreaſonably 
quarrel with their Portion of Felicity; and 
peeviſhly blame the Government, that gives 

and ſecures it to them. They enjoy to the 

full Liberty and Security, Peace and Plenty; 

but are Satiated, and even Sick with the 

dull Repetition, and fly for Relief of their 
pall'd and diſtemper'd Appetites to Variety, 

and a new Scene of Affairs. Another 
Government might in their Opinion Af- 
ford Other Pleaſures ; Or at leaſt give 
50 a freſh 


— 
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This vain Imagination has filled Some 
Men with Hopes Inconſiſtent even with 
Common Senſe ; and Engag'd them in Pra- 
ices apparently Deſtructive to Themſelves 
and their Country. 

Fifthly, The laſt Danger I ſhall men- 
tion Ariſing to a Nation from its Fulneſs 
and Proſperity, is that of Faction and Di- 
viſions among themſelves. As any Com- 


mon Preſſure, or Calamity, will Unite 


Mens Hearts ht Endeavours for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Whole, ſo a Different Con- 
dition is apt to have a Contrary Effect. 

When Hannibal was at the Gates of Rome, 

nothing was to be ſeen Within, but Unity 
and Concord, a Vertuous A, and Emu- 
lation, who ſhould moſt Signally Advance 


the Publick Service: But when their Cou- 


rage and Severity of Manners, had made 
them Maſters of the Wealth and Pleaſures 
of the Conquered Nations round about 
them, this Publick Spirit, and Love of 
their Country, ſoon degenerated into Pri- 


vate Factions and Diſtinctions; whereb 7 
D 5 


a Freſh Appetite and Reliſh to the 8 
old. 1 
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Each Party became more Intent, and Con- 
cern'd to Supplant and Ruin the Other, 
than even to Preſerve themſelves by a Mu- 
tual Defence. 

For whatever Introduces Pride and Ava- 
rice, and Preſumption, has a Natural Ten- 
dency to Deſtroy a Nation, by Creating and 


Fomenting Inteſtine Heats and Amimoctt ities. 
A Proud Man had rather ſee his Country 


Sink, than let is Rival have the Reputa- 
tion of Saving it: The Avaricions hopes to 
find his Private Advantages from Publick 
Diſtractions; A Preſumptuous Man will 
either Raiſe a Storm, in Confidence of his 
Own Skill and Abilities to Calm it ; and ſo 
ing the Ship into Danger, only wo ſhew 
the Conduct of the Pilot: Or at leaft will 
Deſpiſe and Neglect any Riling Fend, a 
Growing Contention ; which though at ik 
perhaps aClond no bipger than N s Hand, 
may ſoon Spread far and wide, Fill che Hea- 
vers with Tempeft, and lay Waſte all be- 
fore it. For as the Wiſe Man obſerves, 
The bepinning of Strife is as when one letteth 
ont Water. *Tis Icke Cutting the Banks of a 
River Which preſently Overflows the Neigh- 
bourhood, 


In Aﬀſize ITY 


bourhood, and cannot Fafily be Retdaved 
within 1ts Ancient Bounds. Therefore he 
adviſes to Leave off Comtention before it be Med. 
dled with; that is, we muſt Withdraw from 
it, as ſoon as it happens, and before 'we 
have Engag d in it, left afterwards 1 it ſhould 
not be in our Power. 

Having thus ſhewn, how Natutal it is 
for a Nation to be Tranſported with Proſ- 
perity; and what are thoſe Particular Sins, 
which Owe their Riſe to, and Receive Im 
provement from it; tis Time to make Ap- 
plication of what hay been ſaid to our Selves ; 
and to Enquire, How far we are concern'd 
in the General Doctrine here laid down. 

Now if there be any Danger in Plenty 
and Fulneſs, and tis "oflible for a Nation 
to Miſcarry, and be Undone by Profperity ; 
If a Caution was Neceffary to the Jews, be- 
fore they could ſafely be Admitted to Taſte 
the Delights of Canaan : It at leaſt Equally 
concerns us to be upon our Guard, who. 
are Actually Entred into the Prontiſed: Land, 
ate in full Poſſeſſton of AW Tem poral 
Bleſſings, even to the Exttemity of our 
Wines and Deſires; and who want N- 
D 1 thing 
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thing to make us the Foy, or the Envy, 
of the whole Earth, but a Soul and Temper 
Fitted for, and Adequate to our Succeſs; a 
Juſt Senſe of, and Value for the Happineſs 
Providence has Beſtow'd upon s. 

After a long Struggle for near a whole 
Century; After many Violent Shocks and 
Convulſions, in which for the moſt Part Po- 
pery and Slavery have been the Contending 
Parties againſt True Religion and Liberty ; 
Afﬀter we have ſeen many Neighbouring Na- 
tions Unſucceſsful in the Defence of their 
Rights, and Reduc'd to the Condition of 
Slaves; we have the Happineſs to find our 
Own Conſtitution at laſt firmly Settled on 
the Old Foundations; ſo that we Enjoy our 
Judges as at the Firſt, and our Counſellors as 
at the Beginning. This Great Work, this 
Memorable Deliverance, which was begun 
by the late Happy Revolution, has now Re- 1 
ceiv'd its Full Completion, by the Seaſona- F 
ble Acceſſion of His Preſent Majeſty to the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms. And God 
ſeems to have Eftabliſh'd the Thing that he 
bas wrought, by the Important Bleſſing of 
a Numerous Royal Iſſue, that Promiſes Per- 
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petuity to our Enjoyments, and Affords an 
Unbounded Proſpect of Publick Happiness 
to all Succeeding Generations. - 

There is not indeed One Ingredient want» 
ing to make us the Happieſt People under 
Heaven ; A Government the beſt Calculated 
for the Security of All our Rights, that Hu- 
mane Wiſdom can Invent : The Throne 
fill'd with All the Royal Qualities, that can 
Attract either our Affection, or Eſteem. 
Abroad, None that Dare call themſelves: our 
Enemies; ; At Home, Trade, and Credit, 

Plenty, and Riches, in a Degree Unknown 
to Former Ages, and hardly to be Credited 
by the Preſent. And not to Omit the Re- 
ligious Rights of Mankind, which, though 
laſt mentioned, are the molt Conſi derable; 
here is Fulneſs df Favour, and Protection 
to the Eſtabliſh'd Church; and a Juſt Li- 

} berty and Indulgence to All who are ſo 
F Unhappy as to Diſſent from it. 
4 And what Room now is there for any 
complaining in our Streets ? What has any 
One to do, but to Sit down in Peace under 
his Own Vine, and under his Own Figtree, and 
Drink the Waters of his Own Ciſtern? Can 
any 
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any Change be made in our Condition, 
18 Par for the Worſe? That Rebellious _ 
Wo Monſtrous Change, fo paſſionately Deſited, 
BD ſo Impatiently ExpeGed by too Many 
among us, is ſo Apparently Deſtructive to 
the Whole ; A Deſign ſo full of Folly, as 
well as Wickedneſs, in all its Circum- 
ſtances, that perhaps no Age ot Countrey 
can Parallel ſuch Madweſs' of the People. 
4 The Jews only , the molt Perverſe Nation 
"11 under Heaven; can give us an Example of 
il the like Infatuation; who when — were 
Ii fred with Manna id Quails from Heawen, 
1 Longed for the Onions 4nd Fleſhpots of Egypt; 
| | Aut preferred the Tyranny of Pharaoh to 
the Juſt Adtrliniſitation of Moſes, the Meek- 
en Man upon Eurth. 

Since therefore the Lor 16 fallen unto us 
in ſuch Fair Ground, and me have ſo Goodly 
an Heritage, that this our Blefling may not 
prove a Curſe ; Let us always have in our 
Thoughts the Burpoſe and Deſign of the 
2 Govertior of the World, in thus 

Loading un with bis Benefits ; which- is to 
Try, Whether we are of a Temper, and. 
„ Diſ- 
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Diſpoſition of Mind, chat czn Beat rol. 
perity, without being Corrupted by it. 
This is a Conſideration Extreamly po: 
per to make us Cautions and Cireutnſpect 
im the lic of our Abundance; and 'care- 
fully to Guard againſt the Temptations it 
Expoſes us to; For it muſt argue great Stu- 
pidity, FO well as Perverfenels, to Abuſe a 
Gift, when wt know the Deſegn of theGiver 
Mas only to Try, ee woufd U uſe 
it Well, or N. | 
While we Enjoy ſo many Thi gs 
here om Earth, Jet us hot t wen 
upto Heaxen,,. and Atknowledge God to bę 
the Diſpenſer of Every National | Bleffing ; 


which his Clemency only, not his Juſticc, | 


could Incline to beſtow on Us, who are 
not Worthy of the Leaſt of his Mercies.. 


Let us pay a Willing Obedience and Sub- 


miſſion to the Beſt of Kings, who is truly 
a Mini ſter of God go ## for our Good ; Under 


whom we Enjoy with Security all our Sa- 


cred, and Civil Rights; And who has no 
Other Ambition than to Prefide over a 
Free and Happy People. 


Let 
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Let rhe Spirit of Faction and Diſcord. 
of Wrath and Bitterneſs, that has ſo long 
Raged among us, Ceaſe, and be no more. 
Let us at laſt be Content to be Happy; And 
Thankful, that in Spite of Enemies Abroad, 
and our Own Ill Conduct at Home, *t i 
ſtill in our Power to be So. 

In a word: Let us be Grateful to GOD, 
Loyal to the Kine, and Charitable towards 
Each other ; Then ſhall we Anſwer the kind 
Intentions of Providence,in putting ſo much 
Happineſs into our Hands; Then ſhall we 
Secure to our Selves, and Poſterity, the Con- 
tinuance of all theſe Bleſſings; And be like 
Mount Sion that cannot be Moved, but Stand- 


eth faſt for ever. 


